The Delaware River & Bay Lighthouse Foundation will conduct a special tour of Delaware Breakwater East End Lighthouse for members of the Chesapeake Chapter of the US Lighthouse Society on Sunday, Oct. 3.
The event will include a boat ride across Lewes Harbor to the lighthouse and the oldest breakwater in the United States, visit to the interior of the structure, a climb to the lantern room to see the 125-year-old 4th order Fresnel lens that is still in place, and a sail to the spot where Delaware Bay joins the Atlantic Ocean for a “photo op” at Harbor of Refuge Light Station.  Harbor of Refuge is closed this season due to severe damage sustained in last winter’s back-to-back nor’easters.

The tour will depart from the finger pier behind the Cape May-Lewes Ferry Terminal on Cape Henlopen Drive, Lewes, at 1 pm.   The launch used to access the lighthouses is limited to 24 tour participants.  But a second tour will depart at 3 pm if there are enough reservations to warrant two trips.  Cost of the tour will be $25 per person.

Because the regular tour season is over and just a few volunteers will be handling arrangements for this visit, the following special procedures have been put in place.  Reservations can only be made by following these steps.   Please do not call the Foundation’s answering service.
Print out a copy of the reservation form and the damage waiver, which can be found at http://www.delawarebaylights.org/tours/ChesapeakeChapter.htm   (Note that this is a blind address that cannot be reached from inside our website.  You must put this address into the address bar of your web browser.)   As part of your reservation information, it is essential that you provide a cell phone number by which you can be reached in case of bad weather on the day of the tour.  Fill in both forms completely and legibly, sign the waiver and have it witnessed, and mail them along with a check (no credit cards) for $25 per person to the address on the reservation form.   If the tour must be cancelled, all checks will be returned.  Any cancellation by a tour participant will incur a penalty of 100% of the tour price -- $25/person.
Reservations must be received by the Foundation by Sept. 15, 2010.  Reservations will be confirmed by an email or phone call.
General information about the lighthouses and the tour, safety tips directions and information on weather contingency plans also can be found at the website address above.
Please read and heed the safety tips.  Note especially that open-toe shoes, flip-flops, and string sandals are never permitted.  Sneakers, boat shoes or other flat, sturdy, rubber-soled footware is recommended.  The Foundation reserves the right to refuse to let anyone wearing inappropriate, unsafe footware board the launch.
